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There are so many good books written by Car-

dinal Van Thuan and about Cardinal Van Thuan. 

As a direct collaborator of the team for the cause 

of beatification of Venerable Cardinal Van Thuan, 

over the past few years, I have come to realize that 

during my travels to various countries and conti-

nents. But where could I found a little novena? 

There was no answer for that! Soon the postula-

tor and responsible for the cause encouraged me 

from Rome to do this work. It took some time, 

God knows why. As someone said “it is some-

thing small and simple”. I was once told that this 

was the seal of Cardinal Van Thuan’s greatness: 

the simplicity.

Then we can meditate and pray with his help 

on the simple but powerful itinerary that was his 

entire life. In the family, vocation, spirituality, liv-

ing in prison and then expelled from his country 

as a refugee, in the heart and at the service of the 

Church from the Vatican, his illness – all his life 

was lived and offered until his painful death, also 

as a call to live in unity with Christ! 

Introduction
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In the company of one of his best biographers, 

we can meditate. Pray every dimension daily, also 

in the strength of official and approved prayers, 

to ask God blessings through the Venerable Vi-

etnamese Cardinal. Since he preached in 2000 

to Pope St. John Paul II and the Roman Curi, 

Cardinal Van Thuan has become better known 

throughout the world. He was made a cardinal 

together with the current Pope Francis, who has 

referred to him several times. Once his process is 

closed, all that is missing is a visible sign of God 

or, if we want to, in other words: a miracle, which 

attests to the conviction or private devotion of 

many people that will lead the Church, in a public 

way, to elevate him to the altars. Let’s pray togeth-

er, also with the help of this novena, for this great 

present to our Church.

Father Marco Luis

Vice Postulator of the cause of beatification and canonization of 

the Venerable Cardinal Van Thuan.
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“From Diem, Thuan learned how to reason log-

ically, and to master Chinese “ideograms” quickly. 

Thuan had to listen to his uncle intently to grasp 

the true meaning behind Diem’s words, since he 

constantly understated and rarely repeated him-

self.

Diem was also Thuan’s godfather, and he took 

that role seriously, often speaking to Thuan about 

God and the Church. As he listened to his un-

cles Thuc and Diem, Thuan noticed the difference 

between the expressions of their faith. Thuan be-

lieved that Diem was a mystic; his relationship 

with God was simple and direct. Where Thuc re-

lied on theology, Diem relied on intuition. Thuc’s 

prayers were long and formal; Diem’s were short 

- like simple greetings addressed to his divine Fa-

ther.

Thuan always remembered with special fond-

ness the family reunions when the whole Ngo 

Dinh clan spent the summer together at the 

beach house owned by his Uncle Khoi, who was 

Governor-of Quang Nam province. During these 

1th day

Family life
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relaxed vacations, Diem would take Thuan on 

daylong horseback rides. They would return to the 

beach house in the evening tanned, hungry, and 

happy. Then the whole family enjoyed a feast of 

seafood. Despite all the tragedies the family ex-

perienced over the years, Thuan always spoke of 

those moments of happiness with his uncles as if 

they were fresh memories.

Until the age of twelve, Thuan attended Peller-

in Institute, which all of his uncles had attend-

ed, and he learned under almost all of the same 

teachers. Here, Thuan tested what he had learned 

from his parents and uncles against what the 

Brothers of Christian Schools taught.” 1

 1 VAN CHAU, Andre Nguyen, The Miracle of Hope, Political Prisioner, 

Prophet of Peace, Life of Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan, 

English Edition, June, 2003, p. 47-48.
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PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord our God, who gave Cardinal Van Thuan 

a deep love for the Holy Family, and in his blood 

family gave him so many models of sanctity and 

of lives giving up to martyrdom, may I find in my 

family the time and space where to grow in faith, 

hope and charity. May Cardinal Van Thuan’s tes-

timony regarding the Family and how much it was 

the fruit of his prayer and faith, help my family at 

all times through his intercession. Amen.

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be
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PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen. 2

 2 With the Eclesiastic approval, + Giampaolo Crepaldi, 

September 16, 2007.
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“If Hiep did not seem to have much of a child-

hood because of her involvement in her father’s 

political life, Thuan did have one, and a good one. 

His parents spoiled Thuan, though his relentlessly 

rigid father always tried, however unconvincing-

ly, to be firm with him. All his aunts and uncles 

indulged Thuan; Ngo Dinh Thuc and Ngo Dinh 

Diem became his favorite uncles.

Thuc, who had been ordained to the priest-

hood and sent to study in Rome and Paris, re-

turned to Hue in 1929 as Thuan celebrated his first 

birthday. Thuc spent as much time as possible 

with Hiep and her young son, feeling guilty that 

he had been away when Xuan had died.

From the first time Father Thuc held Thuan in 

his arms, he saw in the child a future priest. He 

imagined his little nephew going to the village of 

An Ninh to attend the same minor seminary he 

and his younger brother, Nhu, had attended, and 

then on to Phu Xuan Major Seminary in Hue, and 

ultimately to Rome and Paris, exactly as he had. 

Father Thuc hid his dream from Hiep, but as soon 

2th day

Vocation
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as Thuan began learning to read, his uncle whis-

pered in his ears that God was calling him to the 

priesthood.” 3

“It was in An Ninh Minor Seminary that Thuan 

became more aware of his particular spirituality. 

Under the instruction and influence of his mother, 

he had begun praying at the age of three, and had 

developed a great devotion to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary by the time he was eight. He had also re-

ceived his First Communion two years before his 

admission to the seminary. But at An Ninh, Thuan 

began to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit with-

in him. For the first time, he experienced a great 

truth: he had already begun to live the eternal life 

promised by his crucified and risen Lord.

At the minor seminary, Thuan met several holy 

men whose faith and spirituality greatly strength-

ened his own. The shining example of holiness in 

his teachers would permanently shape Thuan’s 

spiritual beliefs. Indeed, he was fortunate to be 

close to priests who were widely considered to be 

“living saints.”

3 Ibidem, p. 45.
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Father Jean Baptiste (Thi) Urrutia of the Par-

is Foreign Mission Society was the rector of the 

seminary and would one day be named bishop 

of Hue. Father Urrutia dedicated almost his entire 

active adult life to Vietnam.” 4

PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord our God, You call each one of us to holi-

ness upon each one’s vocation. I give You thanks 

for the vocation of Cardinal Van Thuan and for 

all who were Your instruments in discovering and 

fulfilling his vocation. Give me the spirit of prayer, 

Lord, so that, in freedom and gratitude of the love 

you made me discover in every vocation, I may 

also be an instrument for those You place in my 

path. May I, through the prayer and the help of 

Cardinal Van Thuan, help every vocation, not for-

getting that the first vocation to holiness comes 

from Baptism. May Your blessings be upon us and 

touch the lives and the desire of holiness in every 

family from which all vocations are born. Amen.

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be

4 Ibidem, p. 58.
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PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen.
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“His entire body ached from the dampness 

and he was always starved and thirsty. His mind 

wandered uncontrollably. It was nearly impossible 

to move in the small cell, but Thuan realized that 

if he did not force himself to walk, he would not 

survive. So he began pacing back and forth until 

the stifling summer heat caused him to perspire 

profusely so that his clothes felt glued to his skin. 

After only a few minutes he would be forced to 

lie down on the floor, put his nose near the crack 

under the door, and try to breathe.

Thuan’s captors were trying to break him, 

and they were about to succeed. Thuan’s mind 

seemed to play tricks on him and his almost 

perfect memory began to falter when he tried to 

recite even the most familiar prayers. When he 

could not remember the words of certain prayers, 

Thuan panicked. He tried to recite the Our Father 

and the Hail Mary aloud and was shocked that he 

could not.

3th day

Life in prision
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Thuan began to feel that he was on the brink 

of insanity, and knowing he was losing his mind 

made him physically sick. He no longer felt hun-

gry or sleepy. He vomited frequently and suffered 

constant dizziness and pain all over his body. His 

attempts at prayer were reduced to brief greetings 

and messages of thanksgivings, but he was afraid 

that he would become incapable even of this. His 

mind became blank for longer periods of time.

Thuan started to suspect that the guards were 

poisoning his food and became extremely careful 

about what he ate of the meager meals. But then 

he found himself going back and forth between 

this suspicion and wondering if he was becoming 

paranoid.” 5

  “Between these regular interrogation ses-

sions, Thuan remained in solitary confinement. 

When the guards led him through the long cor-

ridors to the interrogation room, the cell doors 

of the other inmates were always closed. No one 

was allowed to see Thuan, and he was allowed to 

see no one.

The isolation began to affect Thuan in another 

way as well. He now wondered why God allowed 

5 Ibidem, p. 260.
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him to waste so much time in prison. He could be 

doing so much for God’s kingdom. He did not re-

ally question God’s will, but he regretted the end-

less days and nights in a lonely cell that kept him 

from serving God’s people.

When Thuan felt stronger, he prayed one rosa-

ry after another to make up for the times he could 

not pray. One day, while he prayed and lamented 

the fact that he could not serve his people, he felt 

these words race through his mind: There is God’s 

work, and then there is God. He suddenly realized 

that even if he could not do God’s work, he could 

still love God, and that loving God was more im-

portant than loving God’s work. It was a moment 

of transforming revelation. Thuan pictured Jesus 

crucified and understood that when Jesus was 

most helpless, his arms and legs nailed to the 

cross and life draining out of his body, it was then 

that he accomplished the most for humanity. At 

his weakest moment, Jesus redeemed the world. 

Thuan had finally grasped the truth that God was 

showing him. In all the years he had toiled in the 

Lord’s vineyard, he believed he was doing God’s 

work. But it was God who was doing the work, and 

Thuan was his instrument.” 6

6 Ibidem, p. 263.
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PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord our God, You choose the weak of the 

world to shame the strong ones. I thank You for the 

life Cardinal Van Thuan has lived in prison, mani-

festing the greatness of Your love in the most hu-

manly unbearable situations. Lord our God, who 

through the words of Jesus Christ, told us to love 

our enemies, to make me learn each day to over-

come evil by doing good. May the suffering of all 

those who are in prison, in this way, uniting their 

suffering to Our Lord Jesus Christ and through the 

intercession of Cardinal Van Thuan, who glorified 

You with his suffering in prison, bear fruits of de-

liverance in their life in Grace, that makes us free, 

even if prisoners in this world. Amen.

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be
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PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen.
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“In the summer of 1943, Thuan was fifteen 

years old and began facing teenage “growing 

pains.” Like most adolescents, Thuan began to as-

sert himself and to challenge the views of adults. 

For the first time in his life he was easily provoked 

to anger. (...) Perhaps in response to this, Thuan 

also spent more time that summer reading biog-

raphies of saints and praying. Meditating on the 

mysteries of the rosary helped calm his anxieties. 

The daily Eucharist gave him renewed strength; he 

never missed early morning Mass.” 7

“Thuan’s fellow prisoners did not want Thuan 

doing this kind of work and they tried to spare 

him the heavier tasks. But Thuan felt happy work-

ing in the field or carrying green manure to the 

vegetable gardens. On rainy days Thuan worked 

as an apprentice carpenter. Imagine, I am becom-

ing a carpenter, like Jesus no less! He thought.

With some of the guards looking the other 

way, Thuan managed to have a family member 

4th day

7 Ibidem, p. 92.

Spiritual life
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send him wine as medicine for a “stomach ali-

ment,” together with bits of bread hidden inside 

a flashlight. He was then able to celebrate Mass 

and give the Eucharist to the Catholics imprio-

soned with him, but he had to be extremely care-

ful. The guards kept a vigilante eye on him at all 

times. He also had to be prudent with the pre-

cious supplies - a few drops of wine cupped in 

his hand, and some tiny crumbs of bread sufficed. 

Now, with daily Eucharist, Thuan always felt joy.” 8

PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord our God, who wanted to be present 

among us in body, soul and divinity, through the 

Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist, do that, by 

following the example of Cardinal Van Thuan, I 

could recognize You truly and fully present in the 

consecrated Host.

Increase the desire for Eucharistic Adoration in 

our parish communities, religious congregations 

and Church movements. Make me understand, 

like Cardinal Van Thuan in prison, that without 

“The living Bread come down from heaven”, I have 

no strength and courage in the face of countless 

difficulties during life. Amen. 

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be
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8 Ibidem, p. 270.
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PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen.







“Throughout his final years in France, he spoke 

almost exclusively about three things: Vietnam, 

Hue, and the An Ninh Seminary.

Urrutia’s example of dedication and his words 

would accompany Thuan into prisons, detention 

camps, and cells of solitary confinement. They 

would continue to play a major role in Thuan’s 

spirituality for decades.

Another outstanding priest at An Ninh Sem-

inary was Father Jean-Mary Cressonnier. Also a 

member of the Paris Foreign Mission Society, Fa-

ther Cressonnier came from a very wealthy family, 

but he lived like a pauper. A man who suffered 

from almost constant ill health, he endured one 

serious surgical procedure after another, but was 

always cheerful and never complained about his 

ailments. He would later be shot to death by the 

Viet Minh Communists during the Tet Mau Than 

Offensive in 1968, while carrying the Eucharist to 

the sick and injured.

Father Cressonnier introduced Thuan to the 

works of Dom Colomba Marmion, a Benedictine 

5th day

Love to Our Lady

34



35

monk born in Ireland who wrote about the mys-

teries of the rosary, and who described the ex-

traordinary role of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 

Incarnation. Dom Marmion’s writings profoundly 

transformed Thuan’s spirituality. Years later, Thuan 

had the joy of attending Marmion’s canonization, 

after which he hurried home to re-read selections 

from those works of Marmion which Cressonnier 

had especially recommended.

Father Cressonnier reinforced Thuan’s devo-

tion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Thuan later com-

mented that he had never seen Father Cressonni-

er without his rosary. Emulating his mentor, Thuan 

always kept a rosary in his pocket and volunteered 

to serve Masses at the Chapel of Our Lady.” 9

“(…) Thuan recalled that John Vianney called 

Mary his “first love”; that Therese of Lisieux had 

once said, “I want so much to be a priest so that 

I can talk of Mary to everyone”; and that Francis 

Xavier always ended his catechism classes with a 

Hail Mary. Thuan declared without his usual re-

serve: “My mother instilled in my heart this love 

for Mary from when I was just a child.” He was 

content that the major events of his life always 

9 Ibidem, p. 60.



coincided with Marian feast days. Thuan always 

drew strength from his love for Mary.” 10

“In August 1957 Thuan took the train to 

Lourdes. Just as he had in the jungle of La Vang, 

Thuan felt the physical presence of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary as soon as he came near the site. 

Instead of rushing to the grotto where Mary, the 

Immaculate Conception, had appeared to Berna-

dette Soubirous, Thuan walked around the site, 

taking in the beauty of the cloudless sky, the pine 

trees on the surrounding hills, the mountains, and 

the basilica where thousands of candles burned 

day and night.

Thuan arrived in Lourdes on an ordinary day. 

There was no crowd. Small groups of pilgrims 

came and went. A few children ran, laughing, up 

and down the mamle steps of the basilica. The 

grotto, to the left of the basilica, was almost de-

serted.

Thuan knelt down a short distance from the 

grotto. He felt so happy that no prayer came to his 

mind. He looked up at the life-size statue of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, placed on the spot where 

she had appeared to Bernadette. In one of the 

eighteen visits of the Lady, Bernadette had asked 

10 Ibidem, p. 66-67.
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her to reveal her name. The Virgin Mary had re-

plied: “I am the Immaculate Conception.”

Overcome by standing on the site where Mary 

had announced one of the greatest mysteries 

of God’s creation to a young and innocent girl, 

Thuan bowed his head. Bernadette had suffered 

persecution, humiliation, and jail for the love of 

her “beautiful lady,” and she dedicated her life to 

spreading Mary’s simple message, “I am the Im-

maculate Conception.”

Thuan often meditated on this mystery, as 

he did on the title “Mother of God” and on the 

mystery of the Incarnation. They contained such 

splendor and glory, such an intricate involvement 

of the Holy Trinity with the person whose likeness 

stood before him now: his heavenly Mother.

Thuan prayed at the grotto and he heard in 

his heart the very words the Blessed Virgin Mary 

had spoken to Bernadette: “I do not promise you 

joy and consolation on this earth, but rather trials 

and suffering.” He suddenly realized that these 

words applied to him as well. The more he prayed, 

the more distinctly he heard the message. With-

out fully realizing what he was saying, Thuan mur-

mured, “For your Son’s name and yours, Mary, I 

accept trials and suffering.”



As this thought sank in, Thuan did not feel any 

bitterness. He knew he had distinctly heard a call 

for martyrdom and had accepted it, but it gave 

him no inkling of what his trials and suffering 

would be.

He moved closer to the grotto and gazed on 

the statue of the Immaculate Conception. For a 

second, he imagined superimposed on the calm 

face of the statue an expression of immense pain 

that he had also observed in the Pieta in Rome. 

He touched the stone where the Virgin Mary had 

stood during the apparitions and thought, “I did 

not plan for this, but I will go on to Fatima now...

and I promise to return here every summer for as 

long as I am in Europe.”

Thuan did not want to leave the grotto. He 

stayed nearby and prayed far into the night. 

The next day he went to the railway station and 

bought a ticket to Fatima. His trip became the first 

of many pilgrimages to Lourdes and Fatima.

Countless people prayed for miraculous cures 

at Lourdes, but Thuan did not seem to experience 

the healing of any ills. On the contrary, he left 

Lourdes believing he would suffer tremendously 

in the future.” 11

11 Ibidem, p. 174-175.
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PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord our God, you made the Blessed Virgin 

Mary the Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

Church, and you made Her the mother of each 

one of us at the cross; I give you thanks for the 

love and trust of Cardinal Van Thuan to the Bless-

ed Virgin, in every moment of his life. Make that 

every time when the power of this world impris-

ons me, the Virgin Blessed be my Hope, so that 

we reach liberation. Like the Cardinal Van Thuan 

himself was arrested and released on days dedi-

cated to Our Lady, who by their example I could 

too, with the help of the saints who are close to 

me, learn to love Mary and to be an apostle  of 

her motherhood to the whole world. Amen. 

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be



PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen.
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“On April 16, 1992, Thuan received a call from 

Vu Quang inviting him to the Hotel Columbus 

the next morning. Thuan accepted. On April 17 

Thuan had a pleasant breakfast with Vu Quang 

and the other members of the delegation. Thu-

an was surprised to see them opening a bottle 

of champagne. Then Vu Quang raised his glass 

and offered a toast in honor of Thuan’s birthday, 

which they had remembered. They wanted Thuan 

to know that the government of Vietnam wished 

him well in the future. Thuan smiled, but knew 

that this was the Communists’ way of telling him 

he could never hope to return to Vietnam.

 The delegation returned to Hanoi. After meet-

ing with Thuan, Church leaders began to discuss 

his work at the Vatican. No one believed his return 

to Vietnam was any longer a possibility.” 12

“Thuan lived in a small room at the Bui Chu 

House, located at 45 Via della Pinetta Sachetti, 

6th day

Refugee, out
of his country

12 Ibidem, p. 318.
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and resumed life in Rome as if he had never gone 

away.

As he walked the streets of Rome, he no 

longer looked over his shoulder to check if he was 

being followed as he had done in Hanoi. Thuan 

belonged to a very small minority of people who 

had lived long years in captivity and who strongly 

felt the joy of true freedom.” 13

13 Ibidem, p. 319.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord our God, whose Holy Family was taken 

refugee in Egypt to flee the persecution and death 

when Jesus was in danger, You who follows so es-

pecially the anguish and prayers of each refugee,  

make each one of us see Your face in every refu-

gee. As Cardinal Van Thuan who was apart from 

his homeland and those entrusted to him, help 

us to become instruments of peace like the Car-

dinal Van Thuan was, and by the intercession of 

St. John Paul II, help us become a voice of those 

to whom was not given a voice, to cry out for the 

right to their land, even though Heaven is our final 

homeland. Amen. 

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be
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PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen.







47

“Rome… Being in the Eternal City again was 

another miracle for Thuan. He met with Pope 

John Paul II several times and was moved to tears 

when the pope revealed how closely he had fol-

lowed Thuan’s ordeal. He saw Cardinal Agostino 

Casaroli, the Secretary of State, and Cardinal Ag-

nelo Rossi, who had visited Thuan’s parents in 

Australia in 1980. Thuan took a crash course in 

theology to update himself, and enjoyed meeting 

friends who came from all over Europe to see him.

Thuan was happily surprised by the progress 

that many of his Vietnamese friends had made. 

The years they had spent living in genuine free-

dom overseas had made them a different breed 

of Vietnamese. They were more self assured and 

conscious of their own rights and the rights of 

others. They had learned to think strategically.

Thuan also delighted in finding himself again 

in the city he had known as a young priest. He 

wanted to visit all the places he had visited before, 

7th day

In the heart of the 
Church (Rome)
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14 Ibidem, p. 309.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord our God, who made us discover and live 

in Saint Theresa of the Infant Jesus that her vo-

cation in the heart of the Church would be love, I 

thank You for having placed Cardinal Van Thuan 

in the heart of the Church and in Rome with his 

testimony of daily love for those he worked with 

and met on the street, even the homeless, as well 

as those he met all over the world, when he was 

sent by the Pope. I thank You for his dedication 

and commitment of life, for the Pope, for the en-

tire Roman Curia, and I also thank You for all who 

work there. Amen. 

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be

walk on the same streets, cross the same bridges, 

and feel no gap between the years.

From time to time he wondered: Why am I 

here? Why am I still alive? God has preserved my 

life, what does he want from me now? He felt no 

urgency to discover answers to these questions, 

however. For the moment he was happy to be 

alive and see that the world was so beautiful.” 14
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PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen.
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“After his surgery in Boston, Cardinal Thuan 

struggled with serious health problems for over a 

year, but he faced his future without fear or anx-

iety because he believed that it was of little im-

portance whether God allowed him many or few 

years to do God’s work. What mattered was to 

welcome whatever happened to him as God’s will.

There was no trace of sadness or bitterness in 

Thuan because of his illness; neither was there 

any added urgency. He was so attuned to God’s 

will that he did not feel the need to rush to finish 

anything or to leave a tidy, gift-wrapped “legacy.” 

He continued to live one day at a time, exactly 

as he lived his thirteen years of captivity. He had 

long traveled the road that leads to the ultimate 

face-to-face encounter with God, counting every 

step made, and thanking God for the great gift of 

life. Thuan found joy in every passing moment as 

he walked toward the plenitude of the promise of 

eternal life.

The only thing that saddened him was the 

widening scandal of priests who had sinned and 

8th day

Illness
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committed terrible sexual crimes against children. 

But he firmly believed that the scandal had to be 

made public, saying, ‘A public scandal is far bet-

ter than sweeping sins and crimes under the rug.’ 

Thuan believed that, despite the pain involved, 

the scandal would lead to the purification and 

then the sanctification and healing of the Church. 

He believed that just as in other times of scandal, 

the Church would find in the present one a great 

opportunity for renewal.

Even in his last months, Thuan continued to 

be an innovator and his spirituality continued 

to expand in many directions. Thuan wanted his 

‘political spirituality’, the most difficult part of his 

spirituality to grasp, to become part of the core of 

his message. He believed that when God is pres-

ent in political decisions and when God’s will un-

derpins a nation’s political efforts, the result will 

be great benefits for a nation and its citizens. In a 

homily Thuan gave in Milan at a commemorative 

service on the anniversary of former Italian Prime 

Minister Amintore Fanfani’s death, Thuan offered 

what he called ‘The Beatitudes for Political Lead-

ers’ (…)” 15

15 Ibidem, p. 347-348.
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PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord Our God, who granted Cardinal Van Thu-

an the grace of turning his illness into a moment 

of greater union with You, I pray for all our sick 

people, so that they may receive Your consolation, 

united with the crucified Christ. Just like Cardinal 

Van Thuan at the end of his life, who, living an 

atrocious terminal illness, asked to be turned over 

to face Jesus on the cross and offered everything 

for the Church, for priests and for the salvation 

of souls, teach me as well how  to suffer, to offer 

everything I do, never forgetting that we will have 

to fear more what kills the soul than what kills the 

body. Amen. 

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be
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PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen.
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“He suffered from a rare form of cancer from 

December 2000 to September 2002. He passed 

away on September 16, 2002, at 6:00 P.M. at Casa 

di Cura Pius XI in Rome. Chiara Lubich, the found-

er of the Focolare Movement, arrived shortly be-

fore his death to pray at his bedside. Though he 

could no longer respond, it seemed that he was 

conscious to the end.

He did not feel pain during the last few days 

of his life, though no painkillers were adminis-

tered. He was at peace, his face serene. On Sep-

tember 20, 2002, A Mass of Christian Burial was 

celebrated at St. Peter’s Basilica by Secretary of 

State Cardinal Angelo Sodano, and presided over 

by Pope John Paul II. In his farewell homily, the 

pope recounted:

During the last days, when he could no longer 

speak, he fixed his gaze on the crucifix before 

him. He prayed in silence while he consummated 

his last sacrifice, crowning a life marked by heroic 

configuration with Christ on the cross.

9th day

Death, Birth to 
eternal life
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Now that the Lord has tested him, as ‘gold in 

the crucible’, and has accepted him ‘as a sacrifi-

cial burnt offering’, we can truly say that ‘his hope 

was full of immortality’ (cf. Wis 3:4- 5). It was full 

of Christ, the life and resurrection of all who trust 

in him.

Like his life, Cardinal Van Thuan’s death was 

indeed a testimony of hope. May his spiritual 

legacy, like his hope, be ‘full of immortality’! He 

leaves us, but his example remains. Faith assures 

us that he is not dead but has entered into the 

eternal day, which knows no sunset.” 16

16 Ibidem, p. 350-351.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY

Lord our God, who created us to live and, 

through death, to enter into eternal life, may 

I know how to prepare myself each day for this 

crucial moment, which is the hour of my death. 

Following Cardinal Van Thuan’s example, may the 

certainty and joy of eternal life in the communion 

of all angels and saints with the Holy Trinity, be 

the light in the dark hour of death that opens my 

heart to eternal light. Amen. 

Our Father / Holy Mary / Glory be
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PRAYER FOR CANONIZATION OF 

CARDINAL VAN THUAN

O mighty and eternal God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I offer thanks for giving to the Church

the heroic testimony

of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân.

The suffering he experienced in prison,

which he united with the crucified Christ

and commended to the maternal protection of 

Mary, is for the Church and the world

a shining witness of unity and forgiveness,

and of justice and peace.

His loving person and his Episcopal ministry

radiate the light of faith,

the enthusiasm of hope and the warmth of love.

Now, my Lord,

through his intercession

and according to Your will,

grant me the grace I am imploring

in the hope that he will soon be elevated

to the honour of sainthood.

Amen.
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PRAYER FOR THE LAST DAY 

OF THE NOVENA

Lord our God, for so many graces I pray and thank 

You for every moment of this novena to Cardinal 

Van Thuan. May it be for Your greater glory that he 

may be glorified with the elevation of sainthood 

and thus the Holy Church, founded by Christ on 

the foundation of the apostles and sustained by 

the lives of the saints, can reflect also the grace 

in the lives of each one of us, through the life of 

Cardinal Van Thuan. Amen.

You can tell us about the graces you have 

received by emailing causa.cardinalvanthuan@

humandevelopment.va.

To contribute monetarily to the cause of 

beatification you can make your donation to the 

bank account of the cause:

CAUSA BEATIFICAZIONE NGUYEN VAN THUAN 

FRANCISCI XAVERII

In Euro: IBAN: VA34001000000045144001 - 

account 45144001

In dollars: IBAN: VA07001000000045144002 - 

account 45144002

Bank address: Istituto per le Opere di Religione 

00120 Vatican City
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The Cardinal of Hope

We can meditate and pray with 

the help of this itinerary that was 

his life - it is so simple and yet so 

strong. Withing his family, voca-

tion, spirituality, life in prison and 

after being expelled of his own 

country as a refugee, he lived as 

an example of christianity and 

until the end, during the time of 

sickness and offering everything 

until his death - he kept alive the 

calling to a life united with Christ.

www.vicepostulacao-vanthuan.com

NovenaCARDINAL VAN THUAN´S

http://www.vicepostulacao-vanthuan.com

